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Catholic lords were alarmed by the suggestion that
James should hold the crown by the gift of his
mother, because it wo aid imply that hitherto he had
not been lawful King; and this would invalidate
their titles to all the lands they had grabbed from
Church and crown during the last fourteen years.
It would seem therefore that, if they had harassed
the Government during all that time, it was from a
liking for anarchy rather than from attachment to
Mary. Two Jesuits, Crichton and Holt, who were
sent in disguise to Scotland, found Lennox desponding.
He w$,s obliged to confess that, greatly as he had
fascinated the King, he could not move him an inch
in his religious opinions. On the contrary, James
imagined that his controversial skill had converted
Lennox, and was extremely proud of the feat. The
only course remaining was to seize him, and send
him to France or Spain, Lennox in the meantime
administering the Government in the name of Mary.
But to carry out this stroke, Lennox said he must
have a foreign army. In view of the mutual jealousy
of France and Spain it was suggested that, if Philip
would furnish money underhand, the Pope might send
an Italian army direct to Scotland, md the Straits of
Gibraltar. Crichton went to Kome to arrange this
precious scheme, and Holt was proceeding to Madrid.
But Philip forbade him to come. If Lennox could
convert James, or send him to Spain, well and good.
But until one of these preliminaries was accomplished
he was to expect no help from Philip. Nor were
prospects more hopeful on the side of France. Mary
from her prison implored Guise to undertake the